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The resources for the
Letterbox Science project have
all been created by the team at
the Wellcome and Cancer
Research UK Gurdon Institute,
Cambridge University, in
collaboration with artist Ellie
Shipman.
To see more of Ellie's work,
visit www.ellieshipman.com

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AT
THE GURDON INSTITUTE
Letterbox Science

The Gurdon Institute is committed
to delivering valuable public
engagement work that makes our
biological research accessible and
responsive to the public.
We use the term 'public
engagement' to describe the

WHY IS
PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT
IMPORTANT?

myriad of ways in which our work

We believe that our research

can be shared with the public, from

should be relevant and responsive

school workshops to festival open-

to the public, and as such we

days to local book clubs and

should seek out and encourage

community events.

their input into what we do.

We also believe that engagement

We also hope that by making our

is by definition a two-way process,

research accesible by the public,

involving interaction and listening.

we will help to increase trust in

Our aim is not to simply educate

science and the scientific process.

people on what we are doing, it is
to engage in a conversation in
which both the researchers and the
members of the public can share
their thoughts and learn from one
another.
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THE
PROJECT
Letterbox Science

Letterbox Science is a project
aiming to engage people of all
ages and backgrounds with the
work going on in our labs at the
Gurdon Institute.
The project is the work of two PhD
students, Anna Klucnika and
Eleanor McCartney, both currently
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working in the Ma lab group.
into the conversation around

REMOTE,
ACCESSIBLE &
ENGAGING

research.
In order to do this, Anna, Eleanor
and the institute Public
Engagement Team created three
postcards themed around the work

They wanted to address an

done by our researchers, and

inequality in the way that we

beautifully illustrated by artist Ellie

engage people with research, often

Shipman.

relying on digital and online
resources to reach people. They
hoped that, by creating something
that is remote but non-digital, they
would be able to reach new
audiences and bring more voices

We hope that these postcards will
be used as a means of
communcating and facilitating
conversations about the work that
we do.
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THE
RESOURCES
Letterbox Science

The Gurdon Institute Public
Engagement team will send a
package with postcards featuring
illustrations and real microscopy
images captured by researchers
working in labs at the institute.
There will also be a pre-paid
postcard with a prompt that
participants can use to share their
thoughts with us about what they
would like biologists to investigate.
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This can be something short-term,
or something more ambitious for
the future.

involvement with the project,
please do not hesitate to get in

We have also provided some

touch and we can discuss the

suggestions on the following page

options. Our Public Engagement

of discussion prompts that can be

Team are always looking for news

used to explore the ideas further.

ways to open the discussion about
our research to new audiences, so

If you have an idea for how we
could facilitate your group's

we would be delighted to hear from
you.
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DISCUSSION
PROMPTS
Letterbox Science

We have given examples of how one of the postcards (the DNA
design) can be used as a discussion prompt, but the list is by no
means exhaustive. These can also lead to wider, more general
discussions about science and research and what it means to
individuals and to society.

DNA

DNA contains a code that instructs each cell in our body what its job will be, for
example a muscle or skin cell.
In the labs we work a lot with mutations. In fact, all living things contain
mutations and these mutations aren’t always a bad thing. Mutations are what
causes such variety between different plants and animals
What does the word mutation mean to you? What images does it bring to
mind?
We can sequence DNA to find out its code and what mutations it has.
What are your thoughts on having your DNA sequenced? Would you do
it?
The structure of DNA and the way to sequence DNA was discovered in
Cambridge. The Eagle pub is where two of the team who discovered the
structured of DNA liked to discuss science over a pint.
Have you ever visited the Eagle pub? What would you ask a scientist if
you met them in a pub?

KEEP IN TOUCH!
Letterbox Science

We have listed a few ways that the postcards could
be used to engage people in discussion around the
work we do at the institute, but we would be
delighted to hear any ideas you have.
The project was designed to be flexible and
adaptable, so we would be happy to collaborate on
something that you feel would be most effective.
Thank you for taking the time to consider being a part
of Letterbox Science, and we look forward to hearing
from you.
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